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The Association of Pan-African Doctoral Scholars (APADS) was founded by 
Drs. Nelle Becker-Slaton, Sandra Cox and Marion Maddox in 1981. Together 
they formed a support group to address the issues and challenges of the doctoral 
process for Pan-African students. Members come from the Americas, the 
Caribbean, Africa, and other parts of the world. APADS was incorporated as a 
not-for-profit organization in 1994. The membership is duly proud of its success 
in helping more Pan-African students obtain the doctoral degree.

APADS, Inc. is a support organization that fosters and provides mentoring 
support for Pan African students and scholars. We are concerned both with 
ensuring the academic success of students pursuing a doctoral degree, and 
supporting the professional development of Pan African scholars in educational, 
research, and corporate settings. We pursue this endeavor by "mentoring," 
networking, examining institutional policies and practices, and information 
exchange.

History of the 

D wight

A ssociation of P an A frican
D octoral Scholars, Inc.

The Barber
Master of Ceremonies

Meet our Master of Ceremonies, Dwight the Barber, Entrepreneur, Comedian and 
Show Host, who began his second career as an Entertainer in 2015. Mr. Morgan 
opened his first barber shop in Inglewood in 1998, having attended American Barber 
College and obtaining his Barber’s License in 1995. He says that his goal in opening 
the shop was to serve his community. He struggled to maintain a successful business 
while raising two children as a single parent. Many of his customers told him that 
he was funny and entertaining – their encouragement inspired him to develop his 
Comedy Career. Today, Dwight The Barber is the owner of a barbershop, Close Up 
Cuts. He has performed at several comedy clubs around Los Angeles and has been the 
Host of Hair Shows at the Culver City Marriott and the L.A. Convention Center. He 
also hosts a monthly comedy show, Close Up Comedy, at Queen Hall in Inglewood.  
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Congratulations
Dr. Charlotte Ashford

on completing your
Doctorate
June 2018

K atishaRobinson-Smith
2018 APADS Scholarship Recipients

Katisha Robinson-Smith is a graduate student at the University of Phoenix 
pursuing a Doctor of Philosophy degree in Higher Education Administration.  
She is currently rewriting Chapter 5 of her dissertation titled “An Exploratory 
Study of First-Generation African American College Students and Factors 
Leading To Success in College”. Her research is significant because it focuses 
on first-generation African American college students and support systems 
that helped them complete their first year of community college. 

Sarah Shabazz Ugumba’s dissertation title is “Teachers’ Perception of 
Common Core State Standards on Students with Learning Disabilities”.  The 
Common Core State Standards were published in 2010 for the purpose of 
preparing all students, including students with disabilities to be college or 
career ready upon exiting high school.   It is important to know if the students 
are on track to achieve the expected goals. Since receiving the APADS 
Scholarship, she has collected and analyzed her data and has written Chapters 
4 and 5. A Professional Educator, with teaching credentials in both general 
and special education, she expects to receive her doctorate in 2018.

SarahShabazz-Ugumba
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International Radio/TV 
Media Personality, Speaker, 
Author, Entrepreneur, 
Transformation for Success 
Expert, and Consultant.

Dr. Barbara Young has been described by many as an amazing, empowering, 
inspiring speaker who imbues her presentations with her sparkling energy, solid 
academic knowledge, and her commitment to community.  She is a servant-leader 
of the highest order! Dr. Young is known as the powerful Dr. “B” who is high 
energy, spiritual and powerful, who provides impactful dynamic presentations 
that have inspired and moved some of the most successful people across the world 
to action to transform their lives for greater personal and professional success. 
For over 37 years, Dr. Young was a senior level higher education administrator 
and an adjunct professor for California State University. Dr. Young has also 
served on several local, state and national boards in leadership roles. She is a past 
president of APADS.

Joan C. Carter has been involved 
in developing and designing 
computer systems for more than 50 
years. She has worked on several 

Apollo projects, the control system for the 88” telescope on Mauna Kea, 
and is a former Corporate Technology Manager for GE. Her publications 
include a software engineering textbook, a Basic Reference Manual for GE 
engineers, a User’s Manual for a computerized chemical reporting system 
and over 30 technical articles. She managed the design and implementation 
of the GE Software Engineering Program (an intensive six-month computer 
training program for company selected junior engineers), and was responsible 
for training engineers in computer software systems design throughout the 
Company’s 208 global locations. She was also part of the group responsible for 
training GE executives and managers in the use and application of advanced 
computer technologies in all of its businesses.

Ms Carter has instructed others in connecting to and using the internet and 
its vast data resources to support research and business activities. She is the 
widow of the US Navy’s first African American jet fighter pilot and mother 
of three children. She holds BS degrees in Engineering, Math and Russian 
Studies, and MS degrees in Engineering management and Quantitative 
Mathematical Analysis.

Pathfinder Award

D r. Barbara 
Young

Community Service Award

Joan C.
 Carter

6



D r. SherryD avis
Message from APADS President

It is my pleasure to welcome you to APADS’ annual scholarship luncheon.  
Every year we gather to raise funds for doctoral candidates and to acknowledge 
doctoral scholars and intellectual leaders.  Today we honor Dr. Barbara Young 
with the APADS Community Service Award and Mrs. Joan Carter with 
APADS Dr. Nelle Becker-Slaton Pathfinder Award.  Dr. Lawrence Bradford, 
an administration leader in higher education, is our keynote speaker.  
Collectively, they reflect the very best in scholarship, commitment and 
leadership.  I invite you to join us as we continue to service our community 
and uphold our dual mission of support and mentorship.  

Sherry Davis, Ed.D.
USC (’16)

Dr. Juanita Coleman-M erritt

Message from the Luncheon Co-Chairs

Thank you for choosing to spend this afternoon with us! In so doing, you 
are supporting an organization that has dedicated itself to educational 
achievement and leadership in Pan African communities for close to four 
decades. Your participation and donations directly assist doctoral candidates 
in the preparation and defense of their dissertation research. We are proud of 
the many scholars who have been able to complete their studies and obtain 
their doctoral degrees with the mentoring and encouragement of our members 
and the support of our community. We congratulate our two Award recipients: 
Joan Carter for her pioneering work in the field of technology, and Dr. Barbara 
Young for her many years of community service as an APADS Member, 
an Educator and now an Entrepreneur and leader in the field of Personal 
Transformation. 

Dr. K aren Robinette

3



Keynote SpeakerVice President of  
Academic Affairs, LASC

D r. LawrenceBradford
Dr. Lawrence Bradford has 
over 27 years of administrative 
experience in higher education.  
He has worked at both the 
two-year college level and the 
four-year university level. He 
has worked at California State 
University, Los Angeles, as 
Coordinator of Admissions 
and University Outreach; 
The University of Southern 
California as Associate Director 
of Undergraduate Admission; 
Compton Community College as 
Director of the EOP&S/CARE 
Program; Los Angeles City 
College as Associate Dean of 
Admissions and Records, Dean 
of Enrollment Services, Dean of 
Academic Affairs, and Vice President of Student Services; Los Angeles Trade 
Technical College as Vice President of Academic Affairs and Accreditation 
Liaison Officer; and is currently at Los Angeles Southwest College as Vice 
President of Academic Affairs and Accreditation Liaison Officer.

Dr. Bradford’s research interests have included college access and 
equity, higher education’s impact on class, gender and ethnic identity; 
underrepresented student persistence, retention, and college completion; 
and the expansion of higher education. He holds a BA in Psychology and a 
MA in Counseling, both from the California State University, Los Angeles, 
and a Doctorate in Education from the University of Southern California, 
with emphasis on Higher Education Administration, Leadership, and Public 
Policy.
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APADS Foundation: Relevance, Resources, Relationships
   Traditional African Call To Order   Dwight The Barber 
     Master of Ceremonies 
   Negro National Anthem   All

   Welcome    Dr. Sherry Davis

   History and Mission   Dr. Ellen Griffin

   Invocation    Katisha Robinson-Smith
    
   Music provided by   DJ Nattu Daoud
       Lunch is Served    
   Call To Order     Dwight The Barber 
   
   Presentation of Keynote Speaker  Andre Crenshaw
    
   Keynote Speaker   Dr. Lawrence Bradford,  
     Vice President for Academic  
     Affairs, LASC 
   2018 Scholarship Recipients  Presenter - Dr. Bernice Gilmore   
     Katisha Robinson-Smith                                                                                                                                  
     Sarah Shabazz-Ugumba   

2018 Award Presentations
D r. N elle Becker-Slaton P athfinder Award

 Joan C. Carter
Presenter - Dr. Karen Robinette 

Community Service Award
Dr. Barbara Young

Presenter - Dr. Thelma Day 

   Membership Invitation   Dr. Karen Robinette
   Acknowledgements   Dr. Juanita Coleman-Merritt
   Closing Remarks   Dwight The Barber

Bradford
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